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I started a1ending ACVO conferences when I was in veterinary school, eager to learn 

more about ophthalmology and how I could best prepare for residency. I disCnctly remember 
feeling very solitary (which I did not mind) while seeing all of the residents reunite and catch up. 
It was clear that despite pracCcing in different locaCons, they knew each other well and were 
excited to be together. I have now a1ended five ACVO conferences at which I have been an 
ophthalmology intern, then a neuroophthalmology research intern, then a resident. I knew a 
couple more people at each consecuCve conference but could not figure out how “everyone 
else” seemed to be so bonded. Then came Cme to register for eye camp. I had deep concerns 
about finding and allocaCng all financial resources to this one opportunity when it would mean 
offseMng the expense by postponing other important decisions, like buying a funcConal laptop 

to take the boards exam. Through the 
incredible generosity of the 
InternaConal Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology, the Ben-Shlomo 
family, and the American College of 
Veterinary Ophthalmologists, I was 
afforded the opportunity to a1end 
the William Magrane Basic Science 
Course in person.  

 
I did not want to believe the hype that I had heard from previous a1endees because as 

the fortunate recipient of this bursary, I felt a responsibility to enjoy every second and 
internalize every lesson which might not be possible if my hopes were set too high. However, 

any and all expectaCons paled in 
comparison to the course itself. The 
nervousness of showing up for the 
first day was quickly remedied by Dr. 
Maggs whose welcome made 
everyone feel like the course had 
been expecCng us for a long Cme, as 
if it was only natural that we ended 
up there. This became a theme 
throughout the three week 
experience as Drs. Maggs and 
Thomasy remained a comforCng 
constant while the a1endees were 
exposed to new topics, experts, and 
social events. It is not every day that 

one gets to not only learn from but share conversaCons with great minds from around the 
world who are teaching their area of experCse. By receiving a combinaCon of material that 
explains the intricate pathways within the eye and also material that is more directly clinical, the 
burden of needing to memorize everything was lightened because we were able to logically 



arrive at the final clinical outcomes by be1er understanding the mechanisms that contribute to 
it. Also, being able to receive this informaCon through the lens of passionate teachers in a 
format that is far removed from clinical pracCce or reading a textbook provided an extra level of 
reinforcement that solidified what I already knew and made sense of concepts that had 
previously eluded me. To be completely candid, I had previously feared that some parts of 
ophthalmology would never sit comfortably in my brain but this course provided an approach 
and context that allowed for new mental connecCons and a more complete understanding. On 
the topic of connecCons, sharing this experience with other clinicians was even more inspiring 
than I had anCcipated. Not only did most of these a1endees have the same job as me in 
different parts of the world, but they fulfilled those duCes while sCll being mulCdimensional 

individuals with families and hobbies 
and triathlon training schedules. 
DedicaCng Cme to personal goals did 
not worsen their work performance 
and, if anything, probably improved 
it. ParCcipaCng in the immersive 
experience of living on campus with 
like-minded people while we a1end 
the same classes, walk to the same 
dining hall, and enjoy the same 
social events made it abundantly 
clear that the bond shared among 
residents at conferences was not 
elusive or mysterious but 
unavoidable. I will think of this 

pivotal Cme whenever I recall an important diagnosCc criterion, see a familiar name as an 
author on a paper, or have an inadvertent reunion at a professional meeCng. For that, I will be 
forever grateful. It is a debt that I cannot repay but will try by helping the next lucky bursary 
recipient access the same once-in-a-career opportunity. 


