Thanks to the an-vision/ISVO travel scholarship, | had such a remarkable experience learning
and gaining expertise in Veterinary Ophthalmology at one of the top ranked Universities of
Veterinary Medicine in the whole world - UC DAVIS.

Back in the days when | was a young veterinary student, | always dreamt of visiting UC DAVIS. I'm
very grateful for every person who empowered me and supported me to get here. First and
foremost, | would like to express my deep gratitude to Drs. Bianca Martins and David Maggs for
their unwavering support and guidance through all the required proceedings to acquire my
scholarship and throughout the journey.

A special thank you too to every single person in the amazing ophthalmology team led by Dr.
Kathryn Good who constantly made sure | was learning everything | needed to during my visit. |
did not hesitate to ask the board-certified ACVO Diplomates anything, as they made me feel
welcomed to ask and learn, which | profoundly appreciated since | do not have any board-certified
ophthalmologists in my country and traveling is my only option to grow further in veterinary
ophthalmology. The residents | got to meet during my visit, Drs. Brett Story, Sangwan Park, Erinn
Mills and Karolina Roszak all shared with me generously tremendous amounts of knowledge
about each case and we even got to discuss cases and procedures in their free time. | truly felt

that | was part of the team on a daily basis.
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| remember enjoying every single day of the 4 weeks. There wasn’t a single day of dullness.
Every day we had new interesting cases and, even during the follow-up cases, | got to witness
the extraordinary medical and surgical results. | learnt a lot about the process of prognosis and
the time frame for follow-ups. | also admired the smooth and gentle client communication and
education process from the whole team; which is a very important part of our daily job as
veterinarians.

Surgery days were my absolute favorite. During my previous externships | always enjoyed
surgeries, but attending surgeries at a teaching hospital was different as | absolutely admired how
the faculty members were guiding the residents throughout the procedure and pushing them
smoothly to bring out the best. At UC Davis, everyone’s motto was sharing knowledge and
offering a healthy learning environment.

I had the privilege of attending the weekly journal club where the UC Davis Ophthalmology team
discussed with other colleagues the newly implemented medical and surgical techniques. Along
with the journal club, | witnessed part of the precious research work the ophthalmology team
accomplishes. Before going to UC Davis, as a young veterinary ophthalmologist, | was already



familiar with most of the ophthalmology team members because | frequently attended their
webinars where they discuss their clinical experience and results of their research work, therefore,
attending this in person and dealing everyday with ophthalmology masters was such a mind-
blowing experience.

Moreover, | enjoyed attending the wide-ranging clinical trials they conduct in cooperation with
various veterinary ophthalmology institutions. | have also been following their published papers for
a long time and It was such a pleasure to observe how the clinical trial process occurs.

The student rounds intended for the last-year undergrads as part of their hospital rotations were
also very interesting to attend. | idolized how the faculty team members taught ophthalmology in
such a systematic and simplified way. | am overall overwhelmed by the whole teaching program; it
most certainly gives rise to high quality veterinarians.

After witnessing all these experiences, | clearly understand why UC Davis team has been leading
and setting the guidelines for veterinary medicine for years. The growing process just doesn’t
stop! One of the major benefits of this experience is that | believe that the growth mindset grew
even bigger on me.

During my stay in Davis, | stayed with the lovely Catherine Miller, a former Equine Vet Tech at UC
Davis who made sure my stay was so comfortable. She was welcoming in every possible way. We
shared a lot of quality time during the weekends traveling around and sharing meals. She took me
to a UC Davis Aggies football game which was my first time attending an American football game.
We also went to the beaches in Santa Cruz and Capitola. On another weekend we grabbed our
lunch and spent the day in the Henry Cowell Redwood State Park, | was amused by the well-
known California’s Redwood trees. On top of that, | found pleasure in touring around the city of
Davis on the bike and buying fresh fruits and veggies from the farmer’s market.

| felt very fortunate to gain this broad foundation of knowledge, meet all these great people, and
spend my summer in the beautiful weather of California.

Lastly but not the least, | am deeply grateful to an-vision and ISVO for helping veterinarians
around the world with special passion for ophthalmology to improve their knowledge and skills,
and to grow further in veterinary ophthalmology.




