I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the ISVO for awarding me the 2025 ISVO An-
Vision Travel Scholarship, which enabled me to pursue an externship in the Ophthalmology
Department at the University of Florida - College of Veterinary Medicine under the mentorship
of Dr. Caryn E. Plummer. As someone deeply passionate about veterinary ophthalmology, this
opportunity felt truly surreal—learning directly from a leader whose textbooks shaped my early
ophthalmology education. I am profoundly thankful to Dr. Plummer for welcoming me as part
of the team and for her exceptional teaching, marked by patience, kindness, and an infectious
enthusiasm that leaves a lasting impression.

During my time at Florida, I also had the privilege of learning from two additional board-
certified ophthalmologists, Drs. Paoul Martinez and Alex Sigmund. The residents—Drs. Yu
Sato, Colleen Dwyer, and Michael Jimmerson were instrumental in ensuring I gained a
comprehensive ophthalmology experience, generously sharing their knowledge and making
me feel fully involved throughout the rotation.

Each day typically began with morning student rounds, followed by a full schedule of new case
evaluations and rechecks. I was able to observe the complete workflow of an ophthalmology
appointment, including client consultations, neuro-ophthalmic examination, tonometry,
ophthalmoscopy, slit-lamp biomicroscopy, and advanced diagnostic procedures such as
cytology, ultrasonography, electroretinography, and gonioscopy when indicated. Gaining
confidence with the slit lamp was one of the most rewarding aspects of the externship.
Watching students, residents, and faculty collaborate seamlessly and thoughtfully discuss each
case to develop individualized treatment plans was a powerful example of veterinary education
at its best.

Throughout the rotation, I encountered a diverse range of ophthalmic cases in both small and
large animals, including referral and emergency presentations. Surgical days held every
Monday and Wednesday, were particularly exciting. I observed a wide variety of procedures,
including extraocular surgeries, corneal grafts, enucleations, and phacoemulsification across
many species. Additionally, I had the opportunity to practice procedures such as Hotz-Celsus
repair, canthoplasty, tarsorrhaphy, and figure-of-eight sutures on pig cadavers alongside fellow
students.

Participation in weekly journal clubs and resident rounds further enhanced my exposure to
current advances in veterinary ophthalmology and deepened my understanding of ocular
disease across species. One unforgettable highlight was my final day on the service, when I
had the rare opportunity to examine the fundus of a sedated lion—an experience that was
equally thrilling and humbling.

Reflecting on the experience, the UF Ophthalmology Service emphasized the art of diagnosis—
demonstrating that outstanding outcomes often stem from meticulous examination and a clear
understanding of anatomy and pathology rather than reliance on the most complex techniques.
Beyond technical proficiency, the rotation underscored the critical role of empathy and clear
communication in client interactions, especially when managing chronic or vision-threatening
conditions - an area I am eager to further develop upon returning home. The collaborative
culture among faculty, residents, technicians, and students was truly inspiring and reinforced
the value of teamwork in clinical practice. I return with renewed motivation, deeper confidence,
and a clear commitment to applying these learnings in my practice and to contributing
meaningfully to the advancement of veterinary ophthalmology in India. I am deeply grateful



to Dr. Plummer, the residents, and the technical staff for their mentorship, guidance, and
unwavering commitment to teaching throughout my stay, as well as to the ISVO, An-Vision,
and Dr. David Maggs for helping facilitate this invaluable opportunity. Finally, I would like to
thank the ACVO for provision of the free one-year subscription to the Veterinary
Ophthalmology journal in 2026. I am really looking forward to this continuing my education
beyond the scholarship.

As this was my first visit to the United States, I spent my weekends exploring Florida and
visiting cities such as St. Augustine, Orlando, Fort Lauderdale, Naples, and Miami. Exploring
Florida’s cities, coastline, local culture and cuisine during my downtime was an unforgettable
experience. The travel and cultural exposure made the journey truly holistic and memorable.
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