With immense gratitude, | share my experience during the internship at the renowned
Veterinary Hospital of Davis, California, in the veterinary ophthalmology department.
The opportunity to receive this scholarship in 2019, generously granted by ISVO-
Acrivet Scholarship, was a significant milestone in my academic and professional
journey. Although the pandemic delayed my trip, the wait only heightened my
appreciation for this unique opportunity.

This was my first international venture, and the initial moments were challenging as |
adapted to a new language and environment. However, the warm and familiar presence
of my supervisor, Dr. Bianca Martins, also Brazilian, provided a sense of comfort and
familiarity that eased my transition. By interacting daily in English, I was able to
enhance my language skills and fully integrate into the team.

As a doctoral candidate, my routine involves patient care, surgeries, and research.
Observing the operations of the hospital in Davis was an enriching experience. While
diseases are universal, the approach and treatment protocols differ slightly, and this
diversity of perspectives was crucial to my professional development.

During my time at the hospital, I was exposed to an impressive variety of
ophthalmological procedures, from surgeries on horses for cyclosporine transplants to
advanced imaging exams such as OCT. The opportunity to observe and participate in
these unique cases provided me with valuable insights that I could apply in my practice
in Brazil.

Although the pandemic altered my travel plans, I view this pause positively as it
allowed me to gain more experience in the field and deepen my knowledge in the day-
to-day of the profession. After gaining more practice, I believe I was able to make better
use of the internship and thus ask more in-depth questions in the field of ophthalmology.
The welcoming and collaborative atmosphere of the hospital, from the technicians to the
professors, made my stay memorable and inspiring.

The knowledge gained and the renewed motivation I bring with me are testimonies to
the Veterinary Hospital of Davis' commitment to educational excellence. I am deeply
grateful to have been part of this stimulating learning environment and to have been
received with such warmth and friendship. This experience has shaped my professional
vision and strengthened my determination to achieve the highest standards in my career.
I thank everyone who made this journey unforgettable and inspiring.

Sincerely,

Bianca Eidt Rodrigues






