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[ am a veterinarian from Medellin, Colombia, with a deep passion for equine ophthalmology. In my
country, and in much of Latin America, this specialty is still in its early stages, with limited access to
formal training, equipment, and mentorship. My goal is to help develop and expand the field of
equine ophthalmology in Colombia, offering advanced care to horses and building awareness about
the importance of ocular health.

Thanks to the 2025 Dr. Gil Ben-Shlomo TONOVET Basic Science Course Bursary, generously
supported by iCare Finland, [ had the privilege to attend the 2025 Basic Science Course — an
experience that has profoundly impacted me both professionally and personally.

Being selected for this bursary was an incredible honor. It gave me access to world-class education
that I would not have been able to afford on my own, and it reaffirmed my commitment to becoming
a strong voice and resource for equine ophthalmology in my region.

The 2025 course provided a solid foundation in the basic sciences that support clinical
ophthalmology — from anatomy and physiology to pathology, pharmacology, and imaging. Each
lecture offered valuable insights that I am already applying to my practice, helping me improve
diagnostic accuracy and treatment outcomes in horses. The course has filled many of the academic
gaps I've faced working in a setting where resources for this field are limited.

Although the course was held online this year, which made it accessible from anywhere in the world,
I truly hope to one day have the chance to meet and learn from these exceptional teachers in person.
Their dedication, clarity, and generosity were inspiring, even through a screen, and I look forward to
deepening those connections through future in-person opportunities.

This experience has ignited an even stronger desire in me to bring equine ophthalmology to the
forefront of veterinary care in Colombia. I envision a future where more horses have access to
specialized ocular care, where veterinarians in the region are empowered with knowledge and tools,
and where our country becomes a reference in the field.

[ am sincerely grateful to iCare Finland - manufacturers of the TONOVET, and to the ISVO for making
this journey possible. Your support goes far beyond financial aid — it builds bridges, opens doors,
and transforms lives. Thank you for believing in my potential and for helping me take this important
step toward my mission.

With heartfelt thanks,
Isabel Pino A.

Medellin, Colombia
Veterinarian - Equine Ophthalmology
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