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Editorial 
 
This edition of The Globe brings updates and news 
from the ISVO community.  
 
In this issue, we share a resumé from the ECVO 
Conference, held in Madrid, and show how 
enriching the event was! Not only through scientific 
sessions, but also through the social meetings and 
the place chosen for the conference. 
 
We also have a unique and inspiring report from Dr. 
Uchenna Nlebedum, reminding the ISVO 
community of the principles of this Society and the 
work to engage professionals passionate about 
Ophthalmology around the globe (The Globe!!!) 
 
We hope you enjoy this edition and keep informed 
about the upcoming events; maybe we will see each 
other at one of them! We thank all contributors, 
sponsors, organizations, and members for their 
continued support of the ISVO and The Globe.  
 
Paula Galera 
Editor, The Globe 

°°°°°° 

The President Report 
 

A great privilege to write to you for the first time as 
President of ISVO. In taking on this role, I have 



found myself thinking a great deal about the people 
who have shaped the organisation and what it 
means to be entrusted with its leadership for a time. 
One person I find myself thinking about particularly 
is our friend and former President, Gil Ben-Shlomo. 
I spent time with Gil in Beijing at the 2019 ISVO–
BJSAVA meeting, where he took on the ISVO 
presidency. What has stayed with me most is not a 
particular scientific discussion, but how warm and 
welcoming he was. We discussed our work and 
shared connections, and also about our lives, 
families, and our children. Gil had a genuine interest 
in people that went well beyond their professional 
roles. He was passionate about helping others, 
creating opportunities, and bringing people 
together. 

Looking back, there seems to be something 
particularly fitting about that memory. We had 
travelled from different parts of the world and come 
together in Beijing because of a shared interest in 
veterinary ophthalmology, but the connection we 
made was a personal one. Veterinary 
ophthalmology is both a remarkably international 
community and a relatively small one. We work in 
different countries, belong to different professional 
organisations and have very different opportunities 
and resources available to us. Our specialist colleges 
and national and regional organisations already 
provide outstanding education and scientific 
exchange. ISVO does something complementary by 
providing a bridge between those communities and 
the people within them.  

One of my priorities as President is to provide 
opportunities for members to actively participate in 
the ISVO and to get something useful from their 
membership. I would like our communication to 
become more interactive and plan to encourage this 
via quarterly informal online Q&A sessions on 
clinical questions; profiles introducing the people 
and organisations that make up our international 
community; and a “Where are they now?” series 
revisiting previous ISVO scholarship and bursary 
recipients. 

Our scholarships are, in fact, a wonderful example 
of what ISVO can achieve. Through the generosity 
of our sponsors, they provide opportunities for 
education, mentorship, and professional 
relationships that might otherwise never occur. The 
award of a Travel scholarship or support to attend 
the Basic Science Course has long-term impacts on 
an individual level, as well as an effect on the 
colleagues and students they subsequently teach, 
and ultimately the animals and communities they 
serve. 

To help the ISVO become an even more connected 
organisation, I would very much like to hear from 
you: What would make ISVO membership more 
valuable to you? Who would you like to hear from? 
Are there people, organisations or parts of the world 
you would like to know more about? And are there 
ways in which you would like to contribute? 

I am looking forward to working with the Board and 
our members to make the ISVO a more active part of 
our international veterinary ophthalmology 
community. 

Allyson Groth 

President, International Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Dômes Pharma – ISVO Scholarship Program 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Where Are They Now? The Long Reach of an 
ISVO Scholarship 

Uchenna Nlebedum, DVM, MSc. 

Looking back, my journey in veterinary 
ophthalmology has been shaped by a series of 
opportunities, mentors, and encounters that I could 
not have predicted when it began in Nigeria. What 
started as an interest in the developing eye has taken 
me through ocular pathology, clinical 
ophthalmology, and vision research, and is now 
leading to a faculty career. An important presence 
on that journey has been the International Society of 
Veterinary Ophthalmology. 

My story first appeared in The Globe in 2015 after I 
met Dr. David Maggs at an ophthalmology 
conference in Florida, an encounter that marked the 
beginning of an important mentorship in my 

journey. At the time, I was a faculty member at 
Michael Okpara University of Agriculture, 
Umudike in Nigeria, pursuing an interest in 
ophthalmology with limited access to specialist 
mentorship, equipment, and advanced training. The 
Globe described the importance of international 
connections for veterinarians developing 
ophthalmology in underserved regions. 

My interest in the eye had begun during my master's 
degree in Veterinary Anatomy at the University of 
Nigeria, Nsukka, where my research focused on 
ocular development. That experience gradually 
moved my curiosity from anatomy toward ocular 
disease and vision. 

A major turning point came when I was selected for 
the ISVO-Acrivet Scholarship, becoming the first 
recipient from the African continent. In 2017, the 
scholarship allowed me to spend a very educational 
and immersive month with the Ophthalmology 
Service at the University of California, Davis. 

One experience from that visit remains especially 
memorable. The late Professor Emeritus Dr. Roy 
Bellhorn, a legendary figure in veterinary 
ophthalmology, gave me some of his personal 
ophthalmic equipment. I saw his gesture as an 
investment in the expansion of ophthalmic care and 
education. The scholarship proved to be much more 
than a one-month training experience. It opened 
doors to new mentors, new questions, and new 
directions. 

The following year, I joined the Comparative Ocular 
Pathology Laboratory of Wisconsin (COPLOW) at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison for an 
ophthalmic pathology fellowship, a step that The 
Globe also followed in 2018. At COPLOW, I had the 
privilege of meeting Dr. Leandro Teixeira and Dr. 
Richard Dubielzig, whose enthusiasm, curiosity, 
and generosity greatly influenced me. After 
COPLOW, I spent time in Dr. David Gamm's vision 
science laboratory at the Waisman Center, where its 
largely clinically focused research broadened my 
perspective on retinal disease. My time at COPLOW 
and Gamm laboratory connected the different parts 
of my training - anatomy, clinical ophthalmology, 



and pathology - and encouraged me to think more 
deeply about disease mechanisms. 

Those experiences eventually brought me back to 
UC Davis, this time for doctoral research with Dr. 
Sara Thomasy. My PhD work has focused on 
degenerative retinal disease, particularly 
progressive retinal atrophy in racing Greyhounds, 
including characterization of the disease phenotype 
and investigation of its genetic basis. 

There is something meaningful about returning to 
the same institution I first visited as an ISVO scholar. 
In 2017, I came to UC Davis to learn and observe; 
years later, I returned to participate in research 
aimed at generating new knowledge about retinal 
disease. The questions evolved from How is this 
done? to Why does this disease occur, and what can its 
genetic basis teach us about vision loss? 

I am now completing my PhD at UC Davis this 
summer, and another chapter is about to begin. I 
have accepted a faculty position in the Department 
of Biomedical Sciences at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine (Penn 
Vet), starting in fall 2026. 

For me, this is a particularly meaningful milestone. 
When this journey began, I was searching for 
opportunities to learn veterinary ophthalmology 
and vision sciences because specialist training and 
mentorship were difficult to access where I worked. 
I could not have imagined that the path would lead 
from Nigeria to an ISVO scholarship at UC Davis, to 
COPLOW, to doctoral research in retinal disease, 
and ultimately to a faculty position at Penn Vet. 

Looking back, I see the ISVO scholarship not simply 
as financial support for a month of training, but as a 
bridge. It connected me to an international 
community of clinicians, pathologists, researchers, 
and mentors. From that connection came 
relationships and opportunities that continued to 
shape my career long after the scholarship ended. 

I remain deeply grateful to ISVO, 
Acrivet/Bausch+Lomb, ACVO, and to the mentors 
who influenced different stages of this journey - Dr. 
David Maggs, the late Dr. Roy Bellhorn, Dr. Richard 

Dubielzig, Dr. David Gamm, Dr. Sara Thomasy, and 
many others who offered knowledge, 
encouragement, and opportunity. 

As I prepare to move from trainee to faculty 
member, my goals remain closely connected to 
where this journey began: to ask meaningful 
questions about vision and ocular disease, to teach, 
to mentor, and to create opportunities for others. 

If there is one lesson I would share with current and 
future ISVO scholars and budding vision scientists, 
it is that a short opportunity can have a very long 
future. A one-month scholarship can introduce a 
mentor, inspire a new question, open another door, 
and change a career's direction. 

Almost a decade later, my journey is still unfolding. 
As I begin the next chapter at Penn Vet, I hope I can 
repay some of what was invested in me by helping 
build similar bridges for others around the world, 
especially in underserved regions. 

 
 

With Dr. David Maggs, Ophthalmology Seminar, 
Key West, Florida. 



 
With Dr. Bellhorn, School of Veterinary Medicine,  
Davis, CA. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Annual Scientific Meeting 2026  

News from  Madrid 
 

 
From 27–29 May 2026 the annual scientific meeting 
of the European College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (ECVO) was held in Madrid, 

Spain. With its rich cultural heritage, world-
renowned museums, vibrant atmosphere, and 
outstanding gastronomy, Madrid provided the 
perfect setting for three days of scientific exchange, 
education, and networking. The conference was 
hosted at the Círculo de Bellas Artes, one of the 
city's most iconic cultural institutions and a historic 
centre for creativity and intellectual exchange. 
 

The highly appreciated hybrid conference format 
from previous years was continued, allowing 
delegates to participate either in person or online. 
All sessions were recorded and remained available 
to registered participants until the end of August 
2026. 
 
The conference brought together an international 
community of veterinary ophthalmologists, 
practicing veterinarians passionate about 
ophthalmology, and industry exhibitors to share the 
latest scientific discoveries, discuss recent advances, 
and explore innovative products shaping the future 
of veterinary ophthalmology. We are deeply 
grateful to all exhibitors and sponsors whose 
continued support once again made this meeting 
possible. 
 
The Scientific Committee, led by Inge Slenter, 
developed an outstanding scientific programme. 
This year's meeting introduced a new format with 
an Advanced Ophthalmology Insights Day, 
featuring high-level lectures delivered by 
internationally renowned experts including 
William Beltran, Brian Gilger, András Komáromy, 

Lionel Sebbag, Inge Slenter, and Ronette Gehring, 
who shared their expertise, clinical experience, and 
practical insights with the attendees. 
 
The conference continued with two full scientific 
days filled with case reports, clinical presentations, 
and research findings from specialists around the 
world. The State of the Art Lecture was delivered 
by Dr. Els Broens (University of Utrecht, The 

Netherlands), a leading veterinary microbiologist 
and internationally recognised expert in 
antimicrobial resistance. Her inspiring lecture 
highlighted current challenges and future 
perspectives in responsible antimicrobial use in 
veterinary medicine. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
As always, the ECVO conference also provided 
excellent opportunities for social interaction. The 

Welcome Reception took place at the spectacular 
rooftop terrace of the Círculo de Bellas Artes, 
offering panoramic views over Madrid. The 
Conference Dinner was held at the historic Real 
Fábrica de Tapices, a unique venue that provided 
the perfect atmosphere for networking and 
celebrating with colleagues. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
During the General Assembly, the ECVO welcomed 
its new Diplomates. Congratulations to: 

● Ramona Allen 
● Dikla Arad 
● Matthieu Bott 
● Francesca Corsi 



● Catarina Gonçalves 
● Hannah Joyce 
● David Kayes 
● Adam Margetts 
● Juliette Preston 
● James Smith 
● Elizabeth Stevens 
● Rita Vilão-Cardoso 
● Eva Vlachomitrou 
● Hanna Walter 

 
Awards 

Best and second best oral resident presentation: 
‘Christine Heinrich Award ' 

1.   Ana Cristina Piroth: Polyhexanide, 
povidone-iodine, and hypochlorous acid 
show rapid time-dependent in-vitro 
killing within 15 to 60 seconds against 
common pathogens of canine infectious 
keratitis. 

2.   Guido Cardone: Prospective evaluation 
of ocular disease associated with 
trigeminal neuropathy in dogs. 
Preliminary data. 

Best oral presentation 
Lena Ström: Equine eosinophilic ulcerative keratitis: 
corneal ulcer healing time after diamond burr 
debridement in 41 eyes (32 horses). 
Best and second best poster presentation 

1.   Joschka Spornberger: Descemet's 
membrane detachment in two guinea 
pigs and follow-up. 

2.   Oren Pe'er: Reversible bilateral optic 
neuropathy associated with bilateral 
masticatory muscle myositis in a dog – 
Case Report. 

 
Under the theme "Innovations in Ocular 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics," the 2026 ECVO 
Conference once again provided an outstanding 
platform for scientific exchange, continuing 
education, and international collaboration. The 
combination of an excellent scientific programme, a 
renewed conference format, and Madrid's unique 
cultural setting made this year's meeting another 
memorable and highly successful ECVO congress. 

 

 
 

Our Sponsors at the ECVO Conference  
 

Tonovet Ben-Shlomo BSC Bursary winner – Dr. 
Tanawan Soimala (Thailand) - and one of our 
Domes Pharma ISVO Travel scholarship winners – 
Dr. Gayathri Kanakasabesan (India) – visiting the 
booths of the respective sponsors (Tonovet and 
Domes) at the ECVO meeting in Madrid and with 
Dr. David Maggs, representing the ISVO 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

BrAVO Winter Meeting 2026: Ophthalmic 
Surgery 

 
BrAVO (the British Association of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists) is delighted to invite members to 
its annual Winter Meeting, taking place from Friday 
6 to Sunday 8 November 2026 at the Crowne Plaza, 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 
 
This year’s meeting focuses on the practicalities of 
ophthalmic surgery, with three days of high-quality 
education, clinical discussion and opportunities to 
exchange ideas with colleagues. The programme 
will take delegates through extraocular, corneo-
conjunctival and intraocular surgery, covering 
surgical planning and technique, instrumentation, 
patient positioning, clinical decision-making and 
perioperative patient management. Dedicated 
ophthalmic anaesthesia and analgesia lectures from 
Veterinary Anaesthesia specialist Rob Ward will 
address regional nerve blocks, neuromuscular 
blockade and pain management. 
 
An outstanding panel of UK veterinary 
ophthalmologists—Heidi Featherstone, Rob Lowe 
and James Rushton—will share their experience and 
practical perspectives across topics including eyelid 
and third-eyelid procedures, corneal surgery, 
phacoemulsification, and glaucoma and 
vitreoretinal surgery. The programme will also 
feature panel discussion, invited contributions and 
the BrAVO Lifetime Achievement Award. A 
dedicated BrAVONs veterinary nursing stream will 
run on Saturday 7 November. 
 
BrAVO is inviting submissions for oral and poster 

presentations. Abstracts may cover any aspect of 
veterinary ophthalmology and do not need to relate 
directly to the meeting theme. Poster submissions 
are welcomed from first-opinion practitioners, 

certificate holders, diplomates, veterinary students, 
interns, residents and veterinary nurses. 
 
The meeting will also include a veterinary 
ophthalmic photography competition, offering 
delegates the opportunity to share striking, unusual 
or educational clinical images. Beyond the lecture 
theatre, delegates can look forward to BrAVO’s 
characteristically friendly and sociable atmosphere. 
An informal buffet dinner will be held on Friday 
evening, followed by Saturday’s Sun, Sea and 

Sand-themed gala dinner, with themed dress 
encouraged. 
 
Whether you work in general practice or referral 
ophthalmology, the BrAVO Winter Meeting offers 
relevant clinical education, practical surgical 
perspectives and a valuable opportunity to 
reconnect with the veterinary ophthalmology 
community. 
The meeting will be held in person. BrAVO 
membership is required to attend, except for 
undergraduate students and veterinary nurses. 
Registration details, abstract guidance and further 
updates will be available at bravo.org.uk. 
 

 

 
 

 

XI OPHTHALMOLOGY CONFERENCE 
 

October 24-25, 2026 
Warsaw, Poland 

http://bravo.org.uk/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

20th Brazilian Congress of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology 

 
The Brazilian College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (CBOV) is pleased to announce its 
20th Brazilian Congress of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology, to be held from March 10–12, 2027, 
in Fortaleza, Brazil. 
 
The scientific program will feature distinguished 
national and international speakers, including 
András Komáromy, DVM, PhD, DACVO, from 
Michigan State University; Bret Moore, DVM, PhD, 
DACVO, from the University of Florida; and Seth 
Eaton, VMD, DACVO, from the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison, who will present lectures on 
ocular oncology. 
 
The congress will provide an important 
opportunity for scientific exchange, continuing 
education, professional networking, and discussion 
of advances in clinical and surgical veterinary 
ophthalmology. 
 
Further information is available at 
www.congressocbov.com.br. 
 
 

 
 
 

ISVO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE emails 

 

 
President:  Allyson Groth (Australia) 

 allysongroth@gmail.com 
 
Immediate  
Past President:   Chung-Tien Lin (Taiwan) 
                               ctlin@ntu.edu.tw 
 
 
Treasurer:  David Maggs (USA) 

treasurer@isvo.org 
 
Secretary:          Agnieszka Balicka (Slovakia) 

agnieszka.a.balicka@gmail.com 
     
Members:     

Paula Galera (Brazil) 
dra.paulagalera@gmail.com 
Kumiko Kato (Japan) 
55kumi.k@gmail.com  
Bianca Martins (USA) 

bcmartins@ucdavis.edu 

Alexandra Trbolova (Slovakia) 
a.trbolova@gmail.com 

 
°°°°°° 

 
International Society of Veterinary  

Ophthalmology (ISVO) www.isvo.info 
American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists  

(ACVO): www.acvo.org 
Asian Society and College of Veterinary  

Ophthalmologists (AiSVO/AiCVO):  
http://www.aisvo.org/ 

Brazilian College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists  
(CBOV): www.cbov.org.br 

British Association of Veterinary  
Ophthalmologists (BrAVO): www.bravo.org.uk 

British Small Animal Veterinary Association:  
www.bsava.com 

European College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists  
(ECVO): www.ecvo.org 

European School for Advanced Veterinary  
Studies: www.esavs.net 

European Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology  
Ophthalmology (EESVO): www.eesvo.org 

Hungarian Small Animal Ophthalmology Association 
(HSAOA): https://kisallatszemeszet.hu/ 

International Veterinary Information Service  
(IVIS): www.ivis.org 

International Board of Veterinary Ophthalmologists 
(IBVO): www.ibvo.org 
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Italian Society of Veterinary Ophthalmology 
 (SOVI): www.scivac.it 
Japanese Society of Comparative and Veterinary  

Ophthalmology (JCVO):  www.jscvo.jp 
Latin American College of Veterinary  

Ophthalmologists (CLOVE): 
www.cloveonline.org 
 

 
 
 

Note from the ISVO Treasurer: 
 

A reminder to all ISVO members and subscribers 
to The Globe Newsletter to please check that their 
membership is current.  

 
Joining the ISVO and renewing your membership is 
now easily accomplished online at the ISVO website 
(www.isvo.info). The ISVO subscription year runs 
from January to December, with any new 
subscriptions or renewals paid in November or 
December carrying over automatically to the next 
calendar year.  If you have not used the website 

subscription page to complete a renewal during the 
last 12 months, then you are overdue, and we would 
be grateful if this could be attended to at the first 
convenient opportunity.   
 
The current individual dues are US$25 per annum 
(payment via PayPal). For group registration, please 
contact the Secretary. 
 
The ISVO Secretary (Dr. Allyson Groth) keeps up-
to-date records of paid-up subscriptions and can be 
contacted if you are uncertain as to when you last 
paid your dues. 
(IntSocVetOphthalmol@gmail.com). 
 
The Newsletter Editor will continue to Email The 
Globe to all financial members of the ISVO, at least 
three times per year.  
 

David Maggs 
Treasurer ISVO 
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